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Lauren Hill, MSJ Administrators announce
to play opener at details of budget shortfall
sold-out Cintas
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Mount St. Joseph’s women’s basketball team (above), including freshman
forward Lauren Hill (top, center), will play at Cintas Center on Nov. 2.

BY ANDREW KOCH
Editor-in-Chief
Lauren Hill, a freshman
forward at Mount St. Joseph
University (MSJ) diagnosed with
terminal cancer, will play her
first collegiate basketball game
in front of a sold-out crowd at
Cintas Center on Nov. 2.
Hill, a 19-year-old native of
nearby Lawrenceburg, Ind., was
diagnosed with inoperable brain
cancer late last year after committing to play basketball at MSJ.
Despite extensive treatment, doctors estimated that she had less
than a year to live. Further tests
last month suggested that she
might only have until December.
“I’m not scared of leaving,
because I won’t be here,” Hill
said to WKRC, Cincinnati’s CBS
affiliate. “But the people I worry
about are the people I’m leaving
behind.”
Her story
has received
national attention
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as she has been working to raise
awareness of Diffuse Intrinsic
Pontine Glioma (DIPG), the
strain of cancer afflicting her
that also affects thousands of
children worldwide.
According to the Cure Starts
Now Foundation, DIPG is resistant to most treatment methods,
and just 10 percent of children
diagnosed with the disease will
live longer than 18 months after
diagnosis.
Cincinnati Bengals lineman
Devon Still, whose 4-year-old
daughter is also afflicted with
cancer, visited Hill and the MSJ
team to provide encouragement.
While MSJ’s opener against
Hiram College was originally scheduled for Nov. 15, the
NCAA granted MSJ’s request to
move the game forward to allow
Hill to play. Xavier offered the
10,000-seat Cintas Center to accommodate the
demand
for
tickets.
“I
just
can’t wait to
be
standing
on this court
in a basketball
uniform, with the
number 22,” Hill said
to WKRC.
The MSJ/Hiram
College game will tipoff at 2 p.m. on Nov. 2.
While no more tickets
are available, the game will
be broadcast on Star64.

BY TAYLOR FULKERSON AND JUSTIN WORTHING
Managing Editor, Staff Writer
University administrators an- dealing with financial
nounced the size of the fall’s pressures, often conpending budget shortfall and the nected to enrollment
strategies employed to amelio- and financial aid.”
rate it this week. According to a
Amyot also preletter from President, Fr. Michael sented on the shortGraham, S.J., addressed to “the fall, among other
Campus Community,” there is a topics, on Oct. 27
potential budget shortfall of ap- to students, faculty
proximately $8 million for this and staff in Kennedy
fiscal year.
Auditorium. She elabGraham’s letter, published on orated on the potenNewswire file photo
Oct. 23, addressed concerns over tial shortfall, noting Graham, pictured here in 2007, outlined
details of
the shortfall.
where the shortfalls the budget shortfall he announced in September.
The amount of the potential originated.
ulty were upset by an unexpected
shortfall “was determined by us“Of the $8 million, about $3.5 budget shortfall. This year the ading our known enrollment/net million is attributable, over the ministration is attempting better
tuition results to-date and fore- course of the year, to the project- communication strategies, as both
casting the spring semester and ed graduate enrollment shortfall. Graham and Amyot have noted.
upcoming summer period from About $2.5 million, just a little
Amyot’s forum on Oct. 27
the existing results,” Graham under $2.5 million, is attributable was new for the university. “It is
wrote.
to overspending and financial also part of a larger communiSome strategies listed for elim- aid. And the other $2 million is cation initiative that I launched
inating the potential shortfall are projected under undergraduate just this semester at the suggesdeferral of capital investments, tuition enrollment and shortfall,” tion of some others,” to augment
selective delays in hiring — in- Amyot said.
Amyot’s “standing offer” to discluding of a chief diversity and
Amyot also contextualized the cuss financial issues with faculty
inclusion officer — and limited potential shortfall, noting that the and staff, Amyot said. “I’ve been
use of gift funds designated for overall fiscal picture of the uni- looking forward to this forum
departments or programs.
versity looks positive for the last since last spring when we decided
“All of these actions are one- year.
to do it.”
time in nature, and therefore, reXavier’s endowment grew by
Dr. Lynda Kilborne, chair of
solve the shortfall for FY15 (fiscal $20 million in the last fiscal year, Faculty Committee, believes comyear 2015) only,” Graham wrote.
munication has improved this
The administration will also be
year, despite Graham’s failure to
focused on “setting and achieving
communicate numbers during the
realistic enrollment targets” to set
University Convocation.
a balanced budget for fiscal year
“I think communication has
2016, Graham noted.
improved significantly, on all
This budget shortfall is not $8
fronts, and it continues to do that,
million below last year’s budget;
but it’s something we continue to
rather, it is a shortfall compared
work on, too,” Kilborne said. In
to the fiscal year 2015 budget
regard to shared governance of
Photo courtesy of bizjournals.com
goal.
the university between adminis“We do anticipate a net tuitration and faculty, “we do have, I
tion revenue shortfall compared Chief Financial Officer Beth Amyot think, a much better effort toward
to our current-year plan,” Chief outperforming even Ivy League communicating about (shared
Financial Officer Beth Amyot and universities. The university also governance) and about everything
Chief Academic Officer Scott successfully refinanced debt in else.”
Chadwick said in an email. “We the recent past without lowering
Faculty asked questions about
are adjusting expenditures, how- its credit score.
the priority of athletics faciliever, to result in a balanced budGraham first announced the ties and a new recreation center
get. No across-the-board cuts or pending shortfall for this fiscal during the forum. Faculty and
reductions-in-force are planned.” year at the University Convocation staff also asked what staff hiring
Administrators have also not- on Sept. 8, but did not offer any would be deferred and when labed that this is a common issue for numbers during the presentation oratories would be expanded and
many American universities.
to students, faculty and staff. At updated.
“Managing enrollment and fi- the time, administrators did not
Graham’s letter can be found at
nancial aid are important issues,” have clear figures “because of a www.xavier.edu/announcements/docuAmyot and Chadwick said. “Many variety of reasons,” Graham said. ments/ BudgetUpdateLetterFINAL.
universities across the U.S. are
Last academic year, many fac- pdf.
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The university welcomed more
than 600 families for activities
around campus at this year’s Family
Weekend.
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Many of the Department of
Music and Theatre’s ensembles
will be performing in this week’s
Fall Music Festival.
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Graeter’s comes to University Station
BY ERICA LAMPERT

Staff Writer
University Station recently held
its grand opening for Graeter’s Ice
Cream, which opened its doors on
Montgomery Road.
Kathy Graeter, a third-generation member of the Graeter family, attended the opening ceremony
to help bring the family atmosphere to the new shop. She and
her family were excited to open
for Xavier University.
“We are really excited and
thrilled to be here,” Graeter said.
“There have been so many changes to Xavier so far, and we are so
happy to be a part of it.”
Upon opening, community
members and students were lined up
to taste the ice cream, well-known
to the residents of Cincinnati.
The Big Dave show on B105.1
and several other community
members loved the atmosphere
Graeter’s has brought to University
Station and the Xavier community.
“We had heard about Graeter’s
while it was in the planning period
and couldn’t wait to get out here,”
B105.1 radio show host Jason
Statt said.
“We wanted the first scoop and
we came here and got it,” B105.1

Photo courtesy of facebook.com

The popular Cincinnati ice cream shop, Graeter’s Ice Cream, had its grand opening at University Station on Oct. 24.

radio show host Big Dave said.
“I like the atmosphere in this
Graeter’s,” Statt said. “It’s small
and cozy compared to the other
larger Graeter’s that are full of
tons of people.”
“It was really cool to go to the
opening of Graeter’s on Friday.

Family Weekend:

Event joins students and families on campus
BY REGINA WRIGHT

Staff Writer
This past Friday, 681 Xavier
families lined up at Xavier’s
Gallagher Student Center (GSC)
to receive their registration packet
for Family Weekend.
Family Weekend started with a
hospitality reception at the lower
level of GSC.
“The highlight of the weekend is
Musketeer Madness and Fanfest on
Friday evening,” Mary Ballou, administrative assistant in the Office
of Student Involvement, said.
“Families love the opportunity to be
part of the tip-off event for Xavier
men’s and women’s basketball.”
The Musketeer Fanfest started
at 5:30 p.m. at Cintas Center Plaza.
Music, games, inflatable games
for children and other activities
occured before the main event,
Musketeer Madness. Skyline Chili
and Trauth Dairy/Dean Foods
were served during the Fanfest.
Musketeer Madness was an
event for fans of Xavier’s men’s
and women’s basketball teams to
get ready for the 2014-15 season
in the Big East Conference.
The event included team introductions, a skills competition
and intra squad scrimmages for
both basketball teams. Musketeer
Madness was presented by Skyline
Chili and is a Xavier Family
Weekend tradition.
Family Weekend also included
SAC’s Xavier Family Fall Fest
where students and their families could participate in pumpkin
painting and pie-eating contests.
“I think that Family Weekend

was a fantastic opportunity for us
to see what Xavier is really like,”
Xavier mom Christine Knestrict
said. “It was great to see the campus and participate in the different activities for family members
of all ages. We especially enjoyed
the Fanfest.”
The Office of Student
Involvement created Family
Weekend to allow families to see
what college is like for their student and to spend a weekend with
him or her participating in activities and events the whole family
can enjoy.
“The goal of Family Weekend is
to provide community and a space
where students can reconnect with
family and friends and share their
Xavier experience,” Ballou said.
“The middle of the semester can
be a tough time for students who
may be feeling homesick, and a
visit from family or friends can
make all the difference.”
Xavier families also had the opportunity to attend “Godspell” on
Oct. 24 and 25, put on by the Xavier
Department of Music and Theatre.
“Godspell” is a production based
on the Gospel of St. Mathew.
Korean-American comedian,
actress and writer Amy Anderson
also performed at 9 p.m. on
Saturday night. Anderson has
appeared on Comedy Central,
VH1, GSN and has been selected for both NBC’s and CBS’s
Multicultural Comedy Showcases.
Family Weekend is a Xavier
tradition and has been coordinated by the Office of Student
Involvement since 2007.

Everyone there was so sweet
and eager to make sure the customers were taken care of in a
timely manner,” first-year student
Colleen Cavanagh said.
Those working at Graeter’s were
also excited about the opening and
were eager to begin working.

“I have always wanted to work
at Graeter’s because I love ice
cream,” Graeter’s employee Maria
Rosario said. “The team members
and managers here are so well-organized and friendly, which makes
working here even better.”
Graeter’s moved into University

Station to become a part of the
community atmosphere around
Xavier’s campus.
“We had decided to build
Graeter’s at University Station
because we wanted the presence
of a growing college,” Project
Coordinator Spencer P. GoldenSims said.
Golden-Sims
graduated
in
2014 from Xavier University.
When Graeter’s had first proposed its project, Golden-Sims and
HGConstruction planned to get
started immediately.
“Xavier was a great location
for Graeter’s. There are tons of
families and tons of young people
around the Xavier community,”
Golden-Sims said.
This Graeter’s is similar to the
location in Over-The-Rhine and will
feature its ice cream, gelato, shakes
and a small selection of candy.
“We hope to bring a new place
for students and the community
members to go eat ice cream and
hang out,” Manager Dave Raters
said. “We also hope that the students
of Xavier go back to their homes
and tell their families to spread the
word about our ice cream.”
Graeter’s will be open from 11
a.m. to 10 p.m. daily.

Fair offers post-grad options

Photo courtesy of facebook.com

Graduate schools and year-of-service agencies inform students about post-grad career and education oppurtunities.

BY SARRIS BALCERZAK

Staff Writer
Xavier’s Graduate School and
Year-of-Service Fair informed students of postgraduation options
to further their education before
they enter full-time employment.
From 3-5 p.m. on Oct. 28 in the
Cintas Center, representatives from
more than 70 graduate schools and
year-of-service agencies met with
students to discuss their programs
and the benefits they have to offer.
The year-of-service agencies
aimed to offer students a way to
explore career options and goals
while serving as alternatives to going staight into the working world.
The Alliance for Catholic
Education promoted its two-year
program which earns potential future students enrollment into the
Masters of Education program
at the University of Notre Dame
while teaching for two years in
under-resourced Catholic schools
in the U.S.
World Teach provides opportunities for individuals to serve
as volunteer teachers around the
world. This organization partners

with Ministries of Education and
sends 400 volunteers annually
to schools that have sought out
support.
“I served in Colombia last year
teaching middle school,” Audrey
Bader, World Teach alumna, said.
“I used my gap year to decide
what I wanted to do.”
Each volunteer is provided
with housing, field support and a
monthly stipend.
Capuchin Franciscan Volunteer
Corps offers postgraduate students a one-year full-time volunteer program that seeks to help
people in need in the fields of
health care, education and social
services. Though all majors can
apply, specific majors in the science and social work fields were
being recruited.
The Peace Corps offered information about the federal organization designed to help others on a
global scale. The rigorous program is
made up of 27 months, three months
in training and the other 24 months
in service, and is said to be an extraordinarily rewarding experience.
Nonprofit Organizations such

as Nazareth Farm, a Catholic
community in rural West Virginia,
sought out volunteers to experience God by building relationships amongst volunteers — who
provide home repair to the needy
— and the community they serve.
University
of
Cincinnati
College of Law and Capital
University Law School competed
for graduating Xavier students’
application to their programs.
Xavier MBA and Graduate
Business Program, which now offers a full-time day MBA program,
welcomed students to continue
their education at Xavier.
“Overall, this has been extremely helpful because graduating as an undergrad … you just really want to get your life together,”
senior Allison Martin said at the
fair. “Seeing all these open paths
is very reassuring.”
The next career fair opportunity will be the Big East Virtual
Career Fair and Grad School Fair
on Nov. 4. The online fair allows
students to apply for internships,
full-time positions and graduate
programs from home.
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Xavier, Zoo to host pigeon symposium Taj Smith joins Xavier
BY JESS LARKIN

Copy Editor
Xavier University and the
Cincinnati Zoo are hosting a symposium to commemorate the extinction of passenger pigeons.
The last passenger pigeon in
captivity, named Martha, died
at the Cincinnati Zoo in 1914.
Xavier and the Cincinnati Zoo
hope to memorialize these creatures in the symposium.
The passenger pigeon was
once an abundant species, making up more than a quarter of all
birds in North America. The species’ population ranged from 3 to
5 billion, making it possibly one
of the most numerous species in
the world.
Though its extinction once
seemed impossible, human interference drove the species to destruction over only a few decades,
accentuating the need for wildlife
conservation.
The extinction of the passenger pigeon became a leading catalyst for the modern conservation
movement. The Cincinnati Zoo
and Botanical Garden included
the symposium as a part of its
year-long commemoration of extinct wildlife and the importance
of conservation. The project,
which is called Project Passenger
Pigeon, emphasizes the importance of a stronger relationship
between people and nature.
The passenger pigeon stands
as a symbol of how human interaction with nature, if there is no

Smith named director of Multicultural,
Gender, and Women’s Center at Xavier

BY MADDIE DAY

Photo courtesy of www.npr.org

The preserved Martha is on display at the Smithsonian Natural History Museum.

intent to conserve it, can be dangerously fatal to abundant wildlife.
Project Passenger Pigeon
hopes to educate and motivate
people to be environmentally conscious and understand the impact
a heavy human hand can have on
nature’s frailty.
According to Project Passenger
Pigeon’s website, “The passenger
pigeon’s story is proof that even
common species can be lost forever if we do not interact with
them in a sustainable manner.
The centenary of the passenger pigeon’s extinction provides
a portal through which we can
highlight the connections all of us
have to the natural world and the

- Paid Advertisement -

- Classifieds Houses Still Available
•Houses remain on popular Wayland and
Ivanhoe Avenue
•Can accommodate group sizes from 4 up to 7
students.
•Please contact Matt 513-587-9884 or
matthew.dias@ge.com with any questions or to
schedule a showing.

University Station location apartments
and houses available.
•Affordable rents.
•Please call 513-604-7152 and visit www.
xurents.com

2 Bedroom Apartments Available
•Across from Starbucks/U- Station.
•Starting at $830/month (heat and water included) if leased before Thanksgiving break.
•Call 513-604-7152

power we each have to influence
the world for good.”
The history of the passenger
pigeon, how we can learn from
the extinction of the species and
the moral challenges faced in the
21st century regarding conservation will be discussed by a panel
of experts at the symposium.
Speakers featured on the panel
will include Joel Greenberg, John
Reiger, Nancy Stranahan and
Thane Maynard.
The symposium will be held
from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. on Oct. 29
in the James and Caroline Duff
Banquet Center in Cintas Center.
The symposium is free and open
to anyone who is interested.

Copy Editor
Taj Smith was recently named
director of Xavier’s Multicultural,
Gender, and Women’s Center.
He joins the Xavier community
after working for a similar center at a liberal arts school in New
England.
Smith is a co-founder of
Phallicies, a nonprofit organization that encourages men to think
critically about their manhood
through the use of theater and
performance art.
Smith has worked with graduate students, undergraduate students and faculty at a number
of notable universities, including Cornell University, Amherst
College and Rutgers University.
He has extensive experience
in teaching courses, diversity and
inclusion training, intergroup dialogues and weekend workshops.
As
director
of
the
Multicultural,
Gender,
and
Women’s Center, Smith will focus
on developing the Center as an
educational and social resource
for the Xavier community.
According to Smith, the
Center is a place where all students can go to learn about themselves from a diverse perspective.
“College is a time where young
people construct a sense of who

they are, so we want to help in that
process,” Smith said.
The Center offers programs
for historically underrepresented students, including women,
LGBTQ, multi-racial students and
students of color.
“Though serving these student
sub-populations (is) important,
we will also have programming to
invite men, white students, heterosexual and economically fortunate
students to help us make Xavier a
destination for academic and inclusive excellence,” Smith said.
He hopes that the Center will
be a place where students, staff
and faculty come together to better understand issues of diversity
and inclusion.
“Everyone has an identity, everyone brings diversity to Xavier
and therefore everyone should
be included in this important yet
sometimes uncomfortable conversation,” Smith said.
The Multicultural, Gender, and
Women’s Center will host an open
forum for students, staff and
faculty to learn more about the
Center and its mission.
The event will be held from 6
p.m. to 7 p.m. on Nov. 11.
For more information on
the Multicultural, Gender, and
Women’s Center, visit www.xavier.
edu/gender-diversity.

Police
Notes
Oct. 20, 3:14 p.m. – Xavier
Police arrested a non-student in
the All for One Shop at University
Station and charged him or her
with receiving stolen property and
using stolen credit cards.

Oct. 24, 12:35 a.m. – A student
reported the theft of jewelry from
his or her room in the Commons.
The jewelry was recovered a short
time later and may have just been
misplaced.

Oct. 20, 6:57 p.m. – A student
Oct. 24, 11:13 a.m. – Xavier
reported that he or she was threat- Police assisted the library staff in
ened by two unknown subjects in researching recently acquired docuthe Hoff Dining Commons.
ments that may have been stolen.
Oct. 21, 7:33 a.m. – A student
Oct. 25, 12:10 a.m. – An officer
reported graffiti on a white board observed a stolen sign in a window
in a study room in Smith Hall.
on a house in the 1900 block of
Cleneay Avenue. The sign was conOct. 21, 9:45 a.m. – Xavier fiscated after the occupants claimed
Police investigated a report of a it had been left by former tenants.
suspicious person looking into
cars on Winding Way.
Note of the

Interested in
advertising with the Newswire?

Oct. 22, 10:11 p.m. – Cincinnati
Fire and Rescue transported an
underage, intoxicated student to
University Hospital with possible
alcohol poisoning.

If you are interested in placing an advertisement
or classifieds in the Xavier Newswire, please contact
Amanda Jones at (513) 745-3561 or
newswire-advertising@xavier.edu.

Oct. 23, 12:26 a.m. – A student observed smoking marijuana behind the power plant near
Kuhlman Hall was cited for drug
abuse.

Week

Recovered from
behind enemy lines
Oct. 20, 10:25 a.m. –
Xavier Police received property belonging to a Xavier student found near the University
of Cincinnati campus. The
student said the property had
been stolen from a vehicle
about two weeks ago.

Oct. 25, 1:56 a.m. – An officer took a report of a shattered
glass exterior door in Hinkle
Hall.
Oct. 25, 2:16 a.m. – Xavier
Police assisted Norwood Police
with a group of students who
did not wish to pay for a cab
in the 1900 block of Cleneay
Avenue. The students were directed to settle their debt to the
cab driver.
Oct. 25, 2:33 a.m. –
Cincinnati Fire and Rescue transported an underage, intoxicated
student from Brockman Hall to
Good Samaritan Hospital.
Oct. 25, 4:32 p.m. – Parents
visiting for Family Weekend reported that their car had been
broken into and a purse had
been stolen from their vehicle in
the O’Connor Lot.
Oct. 25, 10:22 p.m. –
Officers assisted Residence Life
with an odor of marijuana in the
Village Apartments. Residence
Life will follow up.
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Last week, I attempted to give some background
and a little criticism regarding recent media commentary surrounding Pope Francis’s “political position.” This will be an issue for years to come, no
doubt. It would be realistic to assume that academics
will be attempting to define the political implications
of Francis’s papacy for at least the next half-century.
Regardless, we know one key and unchanging factor:
Francis is neither a liberal nor a conservative. Both
are misrepresentations of Catholic political thought.
Now, however, let us turn to something that
should not be so polemical: the issue of whether
Francis or any of his initiatives are trying to change
Church doctrine. The answer is simple and unqualified: they aren’t.
Before getting into depictions of doctrine and
rhetoric in the media, allow me to note one thing.
The distinction between doctrine and rhetoric is not
meant to downplay the role of rhetoric.
There is no doubt that Church rhetoric is important. It determines how people, including Catholics,
view and understand the Church. It also sets out the
practical ways that clergy relate to people. As James
Martin, S.J., noted in an Oct. 18 article in America
Magazine, there is a noteworthy difference between
“welcoming” the LGBT community and “providing
for” that community. The phrasing is not a matter of
Church doctrine. It’s rhetoric, but it matters.
During Francis’s papacy, there have been various
media mistakes regarding whether what Francis has
said is changing doctrine or not. It happened after
his famous off-the-cuff remarks — “Who am I to
judge?” — on his flight back from Brazil after World
Youth Day last year. The media has misinterpreted
him many other times.
Another issue, however, is whether Francis belongs with “liberal Catholicism” or “conservative
Catholicism” and whether siding with one over the
other could signal doctrinal changes. (Keep in mind
that such a political distinction doesn’t really exist.)
Especially in the wake of the synod’s conclusion,
various media outlets have focused coverage on “a
church deeply divided” between the above groups,
to use a phrase from an Oct. 20 article on NPR’s
website. Francis has commented on this perception,
too: “Many commentators, or people who talk, have
imagined that they see a disputatious Church where
one part is against the other ... (And) it was necessary
to live through all this with tranquility.”
As Francis notes (and the history of Catholic
political thought indicates), the perception of division is a surface-level issue. The point of the synod
was dialogue and discussion in a spirit of collegiality. Even if there are differences of opinion among
the bishops about how doctrine will be implemented, these differences should not cause a schism.
Contrary to popular belief, Catholic doctrine is wide
enough for there to be disagreements about how it
should be interpreted. That does not mean we can

simply reject the Vatican’s stance, but rather that the
Church doesn’t have an official “party line” on how
to respond to the demands of doctrine.
The failure to understand the distinction between
doctrine and rhetoric leads some to fear that a change
in rhetoric could signal a change in doctrine. I think
this fear is mostly rooted in doubt that the Church
can stretch its heart big enough to let so many people
in without changing its own nature. This is a fear that
bishops have expressed and a misunderstanding that
the media has picked up.
Raymond Cardinal Burke, for example, has expressed concern over whether a conciliatory tone towards divorced and LGBT Catholics might confuse
other Catholics on doctrinal issues — namely, the
belief that marriage is between a couple that could
procreate and that the couple should remain together
for their natural lives. Will a merciful and welcoming yet doctrinally-sound response from the Church
confuse the faithful? Maybe it could, but that’s not a
courageous or hopeful approach to faith.
Some media outlets have certainly displayed the
same misunderstanding. For example, ThinkProgress
published an article on July 28 about Francis’s comments on the war in Syria. The headline sums up the
article: “Did The Pope Just Challenge The Church’s
Position On War?” No, not exactly.
The pope made an appeal to sensibilities regarding the violence in Syria. Who can blame him? The
Syrian conflict is senseless and has dragged on for
more than three years now. It is a brutal conflict and
most certainly does not meet the strict qualifications
of a “just war.” Francis saying “never war, never war!”
does not undo Just War theory. War should never be
used if we can help it. That’s a belief rooted in mercy,
but it doesn’t change the Church’s position that war is
a last resort in dire circumstances.
Francis is a dynamic pope. The media and the
public have found plenty of comments to make on
his papacy, and it won’t stop anytime soon. I think, if
anything, American Catholics should take Francis’s
own words as advice regarding the storm of misunderstanding swirling about the pope: it’s necessary
“to live through
all this with tranquility” until all
the misinformation gets sorted
out.
Part 1 of this
piece was published
on page 9 of the
Oct. 22 issue.
T a y l o r
Fulkerson is a senior philosophy major from Lanesville,
Ind.

Write to us:
The Xavier Newswire is committed to
publishing opposing viewpoints and opinions in hopes of fostering dialogue on
campus among students, faculty and staff.
The Newswire accepts Letters to the Editor
on a weekly basis. Comments can be submitted online during the week. Please contact
us if you have opinions and wish to write on
a regular basis or a sense of humor and like
to draw. Find us online at xaviernewswire.com.

First Amendment to the United States’ Constitution

Newswire cartoon by Digba “Digs” Coker

Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of
speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances.

Xavier Newswire

Paid Advertisement

5
October 29, 2014

Xavier Newswire

6

Arts&Entertainment
Oscar
de
la
Renta
dies
at
82
Fall Music Festival Designer
International icon, celebrated for his fashions, passes away from unknown causes.
October 29, 2014

By Grant Vance

Staff Writer

The 2014 Xavier University
Fall Music Festival began on Oct.
27 as a kickoff to the Xavier musical season.
This annual Fall Music Festival
will be held over the course of
the week, showcasing many
of Xavier’s wide variety of ensemble music groups, including the Chamber Orchestra and
Symphonic Winds.
The festival will be an open
opportunity for the music department to showcase its talents this
semester, ushering in a different
atmosphere for spectators and
musicians alike.
The first concert of the series
was from the Chamber Orchestra,
performing in Bellarmine Chapel.
Xavier’s Chamber Orchestra is
best known for its variety of
string adaptations, ranging from
traditional to contemporary styles.
The group is comprised of
members from all different areas
of expertise, of music majors
and non-music majors alike, and
even including Xavier alumni and
members of the Cincinnati community. Director of the Chamber
Orchestra is Manami White.
The concert following the
Chamber Orchestra’s performance will be from Xavier’s wind
ensemble group, Symphonic
Winds performing at Mt. Healthy
High School on Tuesday, Oct. 28.
Symphonic Winds uses a stylized

Edited by: Alex Spindler
spindlera@xavier.edu

artistic approach to music to blend
an aesthetically-oriented performance, featuring music from all
over the world.
Director of Symphonic Winds
Jim Daughters said the creative
approach the ensemble is using
for the festival, describing their visual and innovative take on music.
An exceptionally innovative piece is Symphonic Wind’s
performance of Steven Riech’s
“Clapping Hands,” in which the
band takes a piece written for
two percussionists and performs
it with 36 people creating a visually pleasing piece using only
the ensemble member’s hands as
instruments.
The last of the concerts for
the Fall Music Festival is the Fall
Choral Concert, “A Lifetime of
Spring.”
The Fall Choral Concert will
be held on Oct. 29 in Bellarmine
Chapel and will display the choir’s
ability to use music as a way of
coping with the vast amount of
different facets of life.
The Fall Music Festival contains many musical events for all
those in attendance with a variety
of different performances on the
plate.
The festival hopes to display
Xavier’s various musical groups
integrating performances from
instrumental to vocal. Be sure to
check out the various musical performances occuring throught the
week.

By Allison Wisyanski

Staff Writer
Legendary fashion designer
Oscar de le Renta died at 82 on
Oct. 20.
He dressed every first lady
since Jacqueline Kennedy, along
with celebrities such as Amy
Adams, Sarah Jessica Parker and
Oprah Winfrey.
His passion for fashion showed
through his creations, which appeared on the red carpet, the Oval
office and plenty of fashion weeks
for over four decades.
According to family and
friends, the cause of his death is
unclear.
In 2006 he was diagnosed with
cancer and battled for eight years,
so his death may be linked to
complications with cancer.
De la Renta was born July 22,
1932, in the Dominican Republic.
Although his father wanted him
to join the insurance business, he
had different aspirations.
At 19, he studied abroad at the
Royal Academy of Fine Arts of
San Fernando in Madrid. While
there, he studied abstract art before discovering that fashion was
what he truly wanted to pursue.
For extra money, he drew
clothes for newspapers and fashion houses. The U.S. Ambassador
to Spain’s wife saw some of his
sketches and asked him to design
a gown for her daughter, which
appeared on the cover of Life
magazine.

Photo courtesy of pursuitist.com

De la Renta inspired the many who wore and modeled his various designs.

After this feature, he switched
his primary focus from art to
fashion.
He soon landed an apprenticeship with Cristobal Balenciaga,
one of Spain’s most renowned designers, where he sketched dresses
to send to clients.
He eventually moved to Paris
and was offered a job at Christian
Dior, but instead worked at the
fashion house Lanvin as Antonio
del Castillo’s assistant. Two years
later, he moved to New York
and worked as Elizabeth Arden’s
designer.
In 1965, he launched his own
brand and made a big splash in
the fashion world. He not only
designed clothes but branched his
brand into fragrance, home goods
and furniture.
He made his debut as a couture
designer in Paris in 1993 with his
Pierre Balmain collection.
De la Renta has won two Coty

Awards, which are the fashion
equivalent of the Oscars, in 1967
and 1978.
In 1973, he was named to the
Coty Hall of Fame, and in 1989,
given a lifetime achievement
award by the Council of Fashion
Designers of America.
De la Renta appointed Peter
Copping as his creative director
just days before he passed away.
“Our industry has not always
done the best job when it comes
to changes in design leadership,”
Copping said. “My hope is that, in
leading this selection, and actively
participating in the transition, I
can ensure the right design future
for our company and brand.”
“The fashion business says
goodbye to a mentor, a legend and
an icon. He defined a standard we
can only aspire to,” Kenneth Cole
tweeted upon hearing the news.
Oscar de la Renta will surely be
missed.

Showcase: Xavier a capella choirs

By Zenab Saeed

ing exercises, after which some are
invited to a call-back to sing with
the group and see how they blend.
Brandon Langjahr is
currently a junior and president of
Harmon-X.
His role involves overseeing
the other officers to ensure they
are doing their duties, like booking gigs, dealing with finances and
selecting repertoire.
Furthermore, he serves as the
music director and is in charge of
warming up the group, doing a
couple of exercises with them to
work on vowel shapes or blending
and teaching the music and making sure it is performance-ready.
“It is amazing knowing that
we are a student-run group that
learns the music on our own and
we create a program of entertaining music for audiences. What

I love about being a member of Harmon-X is getting
to make great music with
friends who want the same
thing and it can be a great
stress reliever at times. As a
music education major, working with the group also serves
as great practice for my future
career,” Langjahr said.
For Harmon-X, it is difficult to provide a definitive list
of upcoming events because
the group’s schedule is constantly in flux.
“One great thing about being an a capella group is that
Photo courtesy of facebook.com
we need nothing more than The all-female “Acabellas” following a short performance from this past summer.
Auditions are held at the begin- and this is my opportunity to do
our voices to make our music and therefore we don’t require ning of the school year, and girls that with like-minded, fun peoa whole lot of complex planning from all classes are invited to sing ple,” Antonelli said.
Like Harmon-X, AcaBellas enor advanced notice. We have a set a part of a pop song and demongages in small performances reguof songs that we can have ready strate their voices and ranges.
Depending on what spots are larly on campus as well as some
to perform as soon as an opportunity arises,” Langjahr needed, students are called back off-campus performances.
The group is planning on
to sing with the group and then
said.
“Just last week, we sang voted in by the existing members. showcasing its talent at the
at the Transformation The group regularly performs “Athenaeum’s” next open mic
Awards held in the Cintas both on-campus and off-campus night on Nov. 20.
At the end of the semester,
Center, and from that gig, throughout the year.
Junior Angela Antonelli is on Harmon-X and AcaBellas will join
we were asked to sing on
Good Morning Cincinnati, the board of Acabellas and is in together and spread holiday cheer
which will be a really great charge of printing and distributing through a collaborative Christmas
music to the group and uploading concert performance. For more
experience,” Langjahr said.
information on their upcoming
AcaBellas is the wom- it to OrgSync for easy access.
“I have been in AcaBellas since events, see their Facebook pages,
en’s a capella group and
was founded in January my freshman year, and I hope to “Harmon-X” and “Acabellas,”
2011. The group performs continue to be a part of the group and follow them on Twitter and
during my senior year as well. I Instagram @HarmonX_XU and
Photo courtesy of facebook.com songs from all genres, pracThe all-male “Harmon-X” after singing the national anthem before a Reds game. tices two days per week. love to sing and I love to perform, @XUacaBellas.

Staff Writer
Xavier’s men’s and women’s a
capella groups are both anticipating a year full of music and entertainment. Both Harmon-X, the
all-male group, and AcaBellas, the
all-female group, currently consist of 15 members and serve to
provide entertainment through a
cappella music and performance
to the Xavier community and
beyond.
Harmon-X, which was founded by friends whose shared a passion for music and performing
compelled them to create a male
a capella group, began in the fall
of 2010.
Every prospective member of
the group is required to audition,
and the process involves vocalizing to gauge range and some hear-
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Xavier Singers hopes to spook and entertain
By Aiyana Moore

Staff Writer

This Halloween Xavier students have not only candy and
costumes to look forward to, but
also the Xavier Singers premiere
of “Fear of the Dark,” a music
and dance show featuring a live
rock n’ roll band.
Xavier Singers is “comprised
of 12 of Xavier’s most talented
singers and dancers and is backed
by a band of professional musicians from around the Cincinnati
area,” Aaron Moore, president of
the Xavier Singers said.
Every year, Xavier Singers puts
on a show in which all of the singing and dancing revolves around
a theme. This year, the show
is Halloween-themed with the
Singers portraying various undead
characters.
“It’s kind of like an undead
zombie theme,” Moore, who plays
an undead groom, said.
Xavier Singers’ performances
generally showcase genres such
as jazz, a cappella, rock, jazz and
pop in order to appeal to a wider

Treasurer Redmond
Millerick said.
“It’s
important to know that
sometimes
we’ll
mash them together,” Moore said.
“They’re not the full
song so the audience
doesn’t sit there like
‘Ok, here’s this song
and I have to sit for
five minutes until
the next one.’”
“Fear of the
Dark” is about more
than just the music.
Xavier Singers wants
the audience to participate in the show,
as well.
“Audience
rePhoto courtesy of facebook.com sponse is our favorSingers debuts a fitting and eclectic Halloween show.
ite,” Vice President
audience.
Bill Bentley said.
“Fear of the Dark” continues
“We have fun when (the audithis tradition by utilizing the mu- ence) is engaged, when the audisic of Beyoncé, Michael Jackson ence can sit there and laugh and
and One Republic, as well as oth- smile and sing along and dance
er songs “about love or death,” along with what we’re doing,”

Millerick said. “We want to make
it a really interactive experience.”
Xavier Singers also requests
that people come dressed for
the occasion and embrace the
Halloween spirit.
“We’re definitely welcoming people to come in costume,”
Moore said.
“Fear of the Dark” will be

shown starting at 7 p.m., Oct. 31
through Nov. 1. Tickets will be
on sale 11:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. and
5 to 6 p.m. on Oct. 28-30 in the
Fenwick Place foyer. Tickets will
be $5 for students and $10 for
adults if bought in advance.
At the door, ticket prices will
be $7 for students and $12 for
adults.

Photo courtesy of facebook.com

Singers’ ensemble from the 2014 spring show, “Welcome to the New Age”

Gripping “Safe House” delivers from beginning to end
By alex spindler

Arts & Entertainment Editor
The sheer brilliance and potency of live theatre exploded on
Oct. 23 at Cincinnati’s Playhouse
in the Park with the world premiere of “Safe House.” Penned
by Cincinnati native Keith Josef
Adkins, this compelling historical drama revolves around brothers Addison and Frank Pedigrew,
along with their Aunt Dorcas,
during the 1840s in northern
Kentucky.
Having been born free
African-Americans in a society
overwrought with terror and racial intolerance, the Pettigrews are
punished for two years for assist-

ing fugitives to escape north of
the Ohio River. During this time,
they cannot visit parts of town or
even keep their doors closed.
The seemingly heroic protagonist, Addison, desperately wants
to open a shoe shop of his own,
and naïve yet big-hearted Frank
seeks justice for all escaped slaves
passing by.
When Roxie, a young, maltreated slave appears at the house, the
family faces perilous questions of
loyalty and trust, all under the tutelage of an unnamed Sheriff.
This ensemble of six superb
actors brought ferocity to a script
already teeming with humor, historical veracity and poignant dra-

ma. Stephanie Berry, as the maternal Aunt Dorcas, carried herself
with such grace and power that
one would think the part was written just for her.
LeRoy McClain and Shane
Taylor, as the clashing brothers
Addison and Frank, respectively,
portrayed bite and wit with every line delivered and created a
moment of such intensity that
audible gasps were frequent in
that moment. I dare not spoil the
surprise.
Per usual, the Marx Theatre at
Playhouse in the Park boasted an
impressive scenic design of protruding roof beams, gorgeous
costumes and intricate lighting

that illuminates at just the right
moments.
Audience members truly felt
transported to another era of
both antebellum grandeur and
grotesque social disorder.
The only issue was with the
volume. The theater is set up true
proscenium-style with blocking
that positioned the characters oftentimes in a thrust setting.
Because of this, the actors
would have their backs turned
to different sides of the house
throughout the play. Certain moments of quiet intimacy caused
phrases to be lost in the jumble
since the actors did not perform
with microphones.

However, these moments were
few and far between.
The overall composition of
the actors and their dedication to
the script made for an engrossing
drama that is sure to find a life in
regional companies and potentially off-Broadway houses for years
to come.
“Safe House” will run until Nov. 15 at the Cincinnati
Playhouse in the Park. Tickets are
available online at www.cincyplay.
com or by calling the box office at
513-421-3888.

Newswire Rating:

Photo courtesy of behindthecurtaincincy.com

From left to right: LeRoy McClaine, Stephanie Berry, Wilbur Edwin Henry and Shane Taylor perform one of the most powerful and enthralling new plays that Cincinnati has recently produced.
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You Know
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Before you head to the voting booth on Nov 4, here is
some information about important local races that may
affect the Xavier community.
B J
H
Y ONATHAN

Congress

Steve Chabot (R)

Fred Kundrata (D)

In the race for Congress, voters in the 1st Congressional District have the
choice between incumbent Steve Chabot (R) and challenger Fred Kundrata
(D). Incumbent Congressman Chabot has represented the 1st District since
1995 and only lost his seat once during the 2008 Obama sweep, but was reelected in 2012 by a 20 percent margin. Challenger Fred Kundrata is an Air
Force veteran with experience as a practicing attorney and operating a number of small businesses around Cincinnati.
On the issues of military veterans and senior citizens, both candidates
agree government funds should be directed towards providing the best care
for those most in need. In terms of the economy, healthcare and the environment, Chabot and Kundrata significantly differ. On the economy: Chabot
opposes raising the minimum wage. Instead he wants to champion tax cuts
and lower spending plans. Kundrata supports raising the minimum wage
and federal projects focused on rebuilding infrastructure in Cincinnati. With
healthcare: Chabot strongly opposes The Affordable Care Act and supports
measures to repeal and replace the entire plan. Kundrata believes the law is
beneficial but needs to be amended to fix loopholes that benefit insurance
companies. On the environment: Chabot says climate change isn’t a federal
issue; Kundrata disagrees and supports tax incentives for green companies. While there is a definite difference between the candidates, political
observers note there is little competition in the race for Chabot.

State House

Incumbent
Democrat
Representative
Alicia Reece is
running unopposed for
reelection in the
Ohio 33rd House
District.

Alicia Reece (D)

Columnist

OGUE

State Senate

Charlie Winburn (R)

Cecil Thomas (D)

The race for the Ohio 9th Senate District is between Cincinnati City
Council member Charlie Winburn (R) and former Cincinnati City Council
member Cecil Thomas (D). Winburn and Thomas both share a history of
overcoming personal adversity and have served in local government for a
combined total of over 30 years.
For the Republicans to win in a heavily Democratic district would be a
political upset. Winburn has the endorsement of the Cincinnati Enquirer and
heavy political donations boosting his chances. Thomas’s camp is looking
to keep the district blue by stressing some of Winburn’s more conservative
stances on government spending.
The race will not be primarily decided by issues — both candidates’ websites have little to say on the matters — but will be decided on personality and
campaign outreach. While the donations support Winburn’s side, the district’s
voting history favors Thomas.

Levy Initiatives

Three of the ballot’s levies are tax renewals (which would not
raise taxes) to support local public schools, the non-profit Talbert
House community center and UC Medical Center.
The most debated levy is the possible sales tax increase for
Union Terminal. Proposition 11 is a 0.25 percent sales tax
increase to fund the revitalization of Union
Terminal. The levy proposal barely got on
the ballot because local business leaders proposed an alternative initiative to remove most
of the financial burden from the City of
Cincinnati, but lost in a surprise vote by the
Hamilton County Commissioners to design
a smaller increase for the ballot. If passed,
the current proposal would generate funds
for the $208 million needed to update Union
Terminal. Opponents may argue against the levy
as another unnecessary tax increase for Cincinnati
voters, proponents argue the increase is a necessary
step in maintaining the landmark for Cincinnati’s citizens and future visitors.

Stay informed on these candidates and also
review candidates for statewide races. As
always, happy voting!

